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Who we Are - The Beginning

2006, Entebbe

● VCs of Universities
● CEOs and EDs of 

Research Institutions

Not-for-profit organization

Owned by members ☺
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Why we Exist!

Initial challenge

● Reliable & affordable 
connectivity

BUT

● Connectivity just a 
means to an end

What’s the end?
● Access to resources
● Improved methods
● Improved collaboration

Hence

● High quality education 
and research
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How about global visibility of your University?
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Some visibility indicators

I. People/researchers

II. Research output

What affects your University’s visibility?

Visibility of your university affects your university’s global ranking!
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ORCID Consortium of Uganda

Benefits to a University

a. Enhanced research visibility
b. Researcher identity management
c. Research integrity
d. Administrative efficiency

Visibility Indicator I – People Identifiers (IDs)

On one interface you visualize the inputs, outputs and 

collaborations of all individuals affiliated to your university!
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RENU Support to Research 

Output

a. Local open access journals
b. Digital Object Identifiers (DOIs)

c. Digital repositories for each 
university

Visibility Indicator II – Research Output
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How about access to premium publications, 

journals and digital repositories?
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Access to Premium Journals 

RENU Offering - FREE

a. Consortium of Uganda 
University Librarians (CUUL)

b. Research4Life
c. Identity Federation
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Then … why is Connectivity through RENU important?
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Connectivity – RENU vs Commercial Providers
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• Internet access
• FREE uncapped local connectivity

• FREE unlimited data transfers
• FREE unlimited resource sharing
• 100 Gbps - Local backbone

• eduroam ☺

BECAUSE connectivity is the foundation!

Connectivity – RENU vs Commercial Providers

• Internet access
• Connectivity capped at University 

entrance
• NO uncapped local connectivity

• NO eduroam!

RENU Commercial Providers
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RENU Connected Sites – 30th June 2025



Knowledge | Community | Solutions

RENU Connected Sites Journey – Since 2014
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● Shared lectures

● Digital collaboration

● Heavy files transfers!

● Virtual seminars

● Most importantly …
● The future!

● Artificial Intelligence (AI)

Why does Uncapped Connectivity Matter?
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RENU AI Strategy

Vision
To enable Uganda’s research and education

community to lead and innovate through

responsible and inclusive adoption of

artificial intelligence.

Mission
To build a robust AI ecosystem that

supports data-driven research, enhances

teaching and learning, strengthens

institutional capacity, and promotes ethical,

inclusive, and sustainable AI solutions.

Pillars

1. Infrastructure Development and 

Optimisation

2. Service Innovation and Integration

3. Cybersecurity, Ethics, and Risk 

Management

4. Data Governance and Research 

Repositories

5. Capacity Building and User 

Empowerment

6. Innovation Ecosystem and Smart 

Research Platforms

NO single institution can deliver on AI solutions in isolation!
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Uncapped connectivity is only the foundation!
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What about Connectivity Off-campus?
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Metro eduroam – Coverage Map

https://eduroam.renu.ac.ug/
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Top 10 Institutions  Using Metro eduroam

in 2024 by Unique Users
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Cross Campus - Top 10 Institutions in 2024

by Unique Users

Top 10 Institutional Unique Users Connecting to eduroam in Other  Institutions
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Top 10 Institutions by Unique Users in 2024

Using eduroam Outside Uganda

Top 10 UG Institutions Focused on Unique User logins - Connecting to eduroam Outside Uganda
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International Institutions Visiting Uganda

Top 10 Institutions by Unique Users in 2024

International Institutional Unique Users  Connecting to eduroam in UG
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RENU eduroam Deployments

Metro eduroam

eduroam on the Go (OTG)

Home links
On-campus eduroam
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Connectivity fixed, how about data storage and manipulation?
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RENU Backbone

Internet

Campus C

Campus B

Campus A

RENU

Cloud

RENU

Cloud

RENU Cloud
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Why the RENU Cloud Matters!

● Institutional Challenges!
● Expensive server infrastructure

● Connectivity
● Technical expertise 
● Monitoring
● Support and maintenance
● Cybersecurity
● Service availability
● Electricity
● Etc.

Large volumes and high-quality data are an essential need for AI systems!
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BUT, what other important services?
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● RENU takes over your network!

● CNaaS aspects
● Equipment
● Design
● Implementation 
● Monitoring
● Support and maintenance
● Technical training
● Cybersecurity

Campus Network as a Service (CNaaS)

BECAUSE connectivity is the foundation!
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Cybersecurity
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Other Key Benefits and Services

• Joint grant proposals

• Cybersecurity

• Technical capacity building

• Equipment support

• ERP systems (Digitising

your campus processes)

• Student projects
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Governance

RENU

(Uganda)

Universities

&

Research Institutions

UNCST

MoES

NCHE
Schools

UCC

Tertiary

Institutions
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Standards
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Thank You!

www.renu.ac.ug


